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indignation in England grew apacel at the religious
changes and at the prospect of war ; but what
most aroused Henry's alarm was the sudden cold-
ness of France, and the probability of a great
Catholic coalition against him. Norfolk and Lord
Rochford with a stately train had gone to join in
the interview between Francis and the Pope, in the
hope that the joint presence of France and England
might force Clement to recognise accomplished
facts in order to avoid the secession of England
from the Church. Although it suited Francis to
promote the antagonism between Henry and the
Emperor by keeping the divorce proceedings drag-
ging on in Rome, it did not suit him for England to
defy the Papacy by means of Cranmer's sentence,
and so to change the balance of power in Europe by
driving Henry into permanent union with German
Protestants whilst Francis was forced to side with
the Emperor on religious grounds. So long as
Henry remained undivorced and unmarried anything
might happen. He might sate of his mistress and
tire of the struggle against Rome, or be driven by
fear of war to take a conciliatory course, and in any
of these cases he must needs pay for France's aid;
but now that his divorce and remarriage were as
valid as a duly authorised Archbishop could make
them, the utility of Anne as an aid to French foreign
policy disappeared. The actual marriage therefore
1 Stow gives some curious glimpses of the public detestation of the
marriage, and of the boldness of Friar Peto in preaching- before the King at
Greenwich in condemnation of it; and the letter of the Earl of Derby and
Sir Henry Faryngton to Henry (Ellis's Original Letters, vol. z, series i)
recounts several instances of bold talk in Lancashire on the subject, the
most insulting and opprobrious words being used to describe "Nan
Bullen the hoore/
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